Does complement Factor H-Related protein 5 Nephropathy (Troodos Nephropathy) protect from rickettsial infections?
Complement Factor H-Related protein 5 Nephropathy (CFHR5N) is an endemic hereditary renal disease in the island of Cyprus. Although only very recently recognized, it has provided insight into previously unknown genetic aspects of complement-mediated renal diseases and in fact it has contributed to the introduction of the new disease classification, 'C3 Glomerulopathy'. Herein, based on evidence from epidemiological, genetic, clinical and basic research studies, the hypothesis that CFHR5N could be protective from rickettsial infections is proposed. Confirming this hypothesis, could have significant implications for the study of Complement Factor- H Related Proteins (CFHRs) in renal diseases and rickettsial molecular microbiology.